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Weather 


8 A.M.: 77° 
2 P.M.: 93° 
5 P.M.: 89° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 50% 
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TOP STORY 


Cohen pleads guilty, 
implicates president 


Trump knew about hush money, his ex-lawyer says 


By DAVID WILLMAN 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s former personal 
lawyer and longtime “fixer,” 
Michael Cohen, pleaded guilty 
Tuesday to eight charges of felony 
fraud and campaign finance law 
violations — and implicated 
Trump for directing him to ar- 
range payments to buy the silence 
of two women who said they had 
affairs with him. 

Cohen, who had vowed as re- 
cently as last year to “take a bullet” 


to protect Trump, now poses what 
could be a legal threat to his presi- 
dency by fingering him in an al- 
leged conspiracy to violate cam- 
paign laws. 

During a hearing before U.S. 
District Court Judge William 
Pauley in Manhattan, Cohen said 
he had facilitated $280,000 in 
hush money payments to porn ac- 
tress Stormy Daniels and former 
Playboy model Karen McDougal 
“in coordination and at the direc- 
tion of a candidate for federal of- 
fice.” 

Cohen, 51, did not name the 


candidate but one of his lawyers, 
Lanny Davis, tweeted afterward 
that his client had “testified under 
oath that Donald Trump directed 
him to commit a crime by making 
payments to two women for the 
principal purpose of influencing 
an election.” 

In his guilty plea, Cohen admit- 
ted that he helped arrange the 
payments during the 2016 presi- 
dential election that bought — un- 
til after the election — the silence 
of the two women. Trump 
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PETER FOLEY/BLOOMBERG 
Cohen says he facilitated 
$280,000 in payments to Stormy 
Daniels and Karen McDougal. 


Wally’s 
Iconic Mills 50 bar 


announces closing 
with sign on door 


By KYLE ARNOLD 
Staff Writer 


One of Orlando’s most well- 
known dive bars, Wally’s Mills Av- 
enue Liquors, has shut down after 
more than six decades as a main- 
stay east of downtown Orlando. 

The establishment posted a 
sign on its door on Tuesday telling 
customers about the closing. 

“It is with great regret that we 
have decided to close our doors 
after 64 years in business & great 
memories,” said the sign, attrib- 
uted to “The Wally’s Family.” 

Wally’s was a part of Orlando 
nearly two decades before Disney 
World, it predated the arrival of 
Asian-Americans who defined the 
neighborhood and long before 
Mills 50 became a hip taco and 
entertainment district. It was 
known for its cheap, stiff drinks, 
rowdy crowds and prolonged 
hours, often closing long after it 
was required to at 2 a.m. 

Calls and messages to Wally’s 
were not returned, and no reason 
was given as to why it closed. 

Wally’s opened as Orange Li- 
quor No. 2 in 1954 by Roy and 
Walter Updike, but Roy’s son, also 
Walter, renamed the place Wally’s. 


last call after 64 years 
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Wally’s regulars Scott Womble (left), Ricky Ortiz (middle) and Chris Hymer (second from right) drink their 
own beer outside the shuttered bar Tuesday, mourning the closing of one of Orlando’s best-known dive bars. 


Wally’s kept much of its quirky 
charm over the past 50 years. Its 
decor included wallpaper of wom- 
en’s breasts dating from 1961 and 
an urn filled with Wally Updike’s 
ashes near the bar. 


Orlando attorney John Morgan 
was a frequent customer and said 
in an email to the Orlando Sentinel 
that he would consider buying the 
business. 

“Word has reached me that 


Wallys has shuttered,” Morgan 
wrote on his Facebook page. “I 
had my first drink there at age 16. 
When I come home for the sum- 
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DHS, FBI say state election 
system has not been hacked 


By GRAY ROHRER 
Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — The heads 
of two of the nation’s top security 
agencies refuted U.S. Sen. Bill Nel- 
son’s claim that Russian agents 
have infiltrated the election sys- 
tems of some Florida counties. 

Inaletter to the Florida election 
officials late Monday, Department 
of Homeland Security Secretary 
Kristjen Nielsen and FBI director 
Christopher Wray stated that no 
election system in Florida has been 
hacked. The letter was released 
nearly two hours after Nielsen 
spoke with Gov. Rick Scott on the 
phone about election security. 

“Although we have not seen 
new or ongoing compromises of 
state or local election infrastruc- 
ture in Florida, Russian govern- 
ment actors have previously dem- 


onstrated both the intent and capa- 
bility to conduct malicious cyber 
operations,” the letter states. “DHS 
and the FBI will continue to notify 
any victim of a successful cyber 
intrusion into their election net- 
work in any jurisdiction nation- 
wide.” 

Nelson, D-Florida, made the as- 
sertion on Aug. 7, in the midst of his 
re-election campaign against Scott, 
a Republican, and sending state 
and local election officials scram- 
bling to find out more information. 
He told reporters Russian opera- 
tives “have free rein to move 
about” in “certain counties” in 
Florida. 

In a statement, Nelson spokes- 
man Ryan Brown said, “there’s 
nothing in this letter that contra- 
dicts what Sen. Nelson said he was 
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Manafort found guilty on 8 
counts of tax evasion, fraud 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN 
AND LAURA KING 
Washington Bureau 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. — A fed- 
eral jury convicted Paul Mana- 
fort, President Donald Trump’s 
former campaign chairman, of 
eight counts of tax evasion and 
bank fraud Tuesday, a victory for 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
in the first criminal trial brought 
by his office. 

The jury said it was dead- 
locked on 10 related charges and 
the judge declared a mistrial on 
them after four days of deliber- 
ations and a 12-day trial that fo- 
cused in part on Manafort’s 
gilded lifestyle, making him a 
symbol of greed in the Trump 
era. 

Manafort, 69, showed a glim- 
mer of a smile when he learned 


the jurors 
could not re- 
ach an unani- 
mous decision 
on the 10 
charges. But it 
quickly disap- 
peared as a 
clerk read the 
eight guilty 
verdicts. 

He was con- 
victed on five 
counts of filing false tax returns, 
one count of not filing a report on 
a foreign bank account and two 
counts ofbank fraud. He could be 
sentenced to as many as 80 years 
in prison. 

Once an influential Republi- 
can operative, wealthy Washing- 
ton lobbyist and globe-trotting 


Manafort may 
face up to 80 
years in prison. 
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Seminole official’s post starts Twitter tiff with House hopeful 


By LisA MARIA GARZA 
Staff Writer 


Still catching flak for a weekend 
Facebook post deemed by many as 
anti-Muslim, Seminole County 
Tax Collector Joel Greenberg en- 
gaged in a Twitter war with state 
House candidate Anna Eskamani, 
vowing to donate a six-figure sum 


to her GOP opponent and upping 
the ante as the exchange went on. 

The Iranian-American former 
Planned Parenthood official, who 
is running unopposed in the Dis- 
trict 47 Democratic primary, 
tweeted Greenberg on Monday, 
asking when he would resign over 
his controversial post on Saturday 
that read: “Very simple question. 


E Scott Maxwell: Why do we 
elect tax collectors, anyway? BI 


Name just ONE society in the de- 
veloped world that has benefited 
in ANY WAY from the introduc- 
tion of more Muslims. Just one. 
Asking for a friend.” 

Greenberg, who was elected in 
2016, responded to Eskamani that 


he would never abdicate his posi- 
tion and promised to contribute 
$200,000 to the Republican can- 
didate who wins the Aug. 28 pri- 
mary. As Eskamani fired back that 
she would not be bullied, Green- 
berg vowed to give even more to 
have her defeated. 
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